HV/ : 12 Decenber 1972 

'2:ie attached long story on Dr. <jacobson is a puzzler. Cn one 
hand we feel there probably is sor.ie reason for publishing it just at 
this tine, souething haying to do with the JJK image, and or;, the 
other it's possible that a lengthy project on which several people 
have v/orked has only nov; got to the phalishable stage. A still 
further possibility is that Jacobson nay have b een in the ne^vs 
locally in a way which we hadn't noticed. 

^'^rnong the authors and researcners you will recognize the names 
of Aartin Juldron, i'elix Belair Jr, and possibly iiartin Tolchin 
and ^awrence 7 ^. Altman. Jen i'ranklin is a comparative new'comer. 

I'here's one extremely, interesting other one, -Jill Lissner. 

I am virtually certain this is tne same Jill Lissner whom I met 
in manchuria in 1938 v/hile covering a little-'Knovm nusso-Japanese 
war alo.ng the Liberian, manchurian and Jorth Korean border 
confluence that lasted three v/eeks before it was settled by 
negotiation in .:oscow. Lissner, then a very yo'ong man, was acting 
as a correspondent for Der ungriff, wnich was ])r. G-oebbels' own 
newspapc.-r. however he did not behave or talk like a nazi and in 
fact I was inclined to guess that he either was Jewish or part 
Jewish. (This v/as not uncommon; there was an extremely able 
frankfurter Zeitung correspondent in China for several yea'.:s, 

Guenther .olein, who was part Jewish). Lissner was exceptionally 
able in Lnglish for a German, so much so thac he easily could have 
been educated at least partly In an English-speaking country. I 
never fully figured him out, and never savj him again, however in 1949 
wnen back in Shanghai I ran into a Dr. Lissner vAno was 'with Uiuii-LA 
and v/no appeared to resemble v/ill. I asked aim about V/ill, and ne 
said he was a brother. However I did not p rsue the matter further 
except to ask if V/ill had come through t he war okay, and he said 
he had. few years ago 'Jill's byline began cropping up; in the 

vri Times occasionally, and I have little doubt triis is tne same 
pe:rson. ne s the type wuo would land on his feet, had connections 
all over the place, obviously, and the onjy real mystery is hovr 
he happened to wind up at the Times. j.'d say that because of 
his German background ne would be an excellent hand to have worxing 
on the Jacobson stcary. 

If you sense any real pjurpjose in this long tning about 
Jacobson wa'd like to know what you tnink. .-.nd unless you n-^ed 
it for some particular purpose j you might return it in yo ;.r next 
3cd class mailing, no Hurry. It s just that one feels there must 
be somethi'.g about this effort that means it would be a mistake to 
throv; it away . 
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